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Leading travel expert andÂ USA TodayÂ columnist Christopher Elliott shares the smartest ways to

travel in this tip-filled guide from National Geographic. Drawing on more than 20 years of experience

as a consumer travel advocate, Elliott gives you the inside scoop on how to navigate the often

perplexing world of travel, with detailed advice on:Â Â Â â€¢Â AirlinesÂ Â Â â€¢Â car

rentalsÂ Â Â â€¢Â cruisesÂ Â Â â€¢Â hotels and alternative lodgingÂ Â Â â€¢Â the TSA and

securityÂ Â Â â€¢Â staying connectedÂ Â Â â€¢Â review websitesÂ Â Â â€¢Â resolving

complaintsÂ Â Â â€¢Â vacation rentalsÂ Â Â â€¢Â passports and visasÂ Â Â â€¢Â and much

moreFull of recommendations, real-life case histories, and the answers to the most commonâ€”and

confoundingâ€”questions, this book is a must-read for anyone traveling anywhere.
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As a pretty well-seasoned traveler (I travel by air about 20 times per year), I was hoping that this

book would have more "insider" tips and tricks to make traveling easier. While it's a good guide

guide to get someone started, I found that it lacks any real information that couldn't be discovered

on your own after traveling a few times. The author also has a bias against loyalty programs for

some reason, suggesting that you stay away from them. Sure, on average you might (read: MIGHT)

pay more by remaining loyal to only 1 company, but the advantages for many people will outweigh

that by a long shot. For example, free access to airport lounges (otherwise up to $50 per visit), free

checked bags (sometimes saving up to $300 each direction), free first class upgrades, drinks... the

list goes on. The same goes for hotels, rental cars, etc.Many other valuable tricks I've found over



the years were not mentioned. Such as the fact that you can buy 1-day lounge passes on eBay for a

fraction of what you'd pay at the desk. Or the ability to have your airline book you a backup flight if it

looks like your existing flight might get cancelled, before it actually does. I think these facts are far

more useful than knowing that you can ask for a pat-down instead of going through a body scanner

- a fact which is clearly posted on signs when you stand in line.3 stars for being a good guide for a

beginner, but it falls far short of making you "the world's smartest traveler".

As a moderately experienced traveler, I was looking in this book for some clever techniques that

could elevate my game to the heights of (almost) "world's smartest".Indeed, the table of contents

was promising, seeming to cover all the bases. So, the book looked comprehensive. And from a

veteran travel writer for Nat Geo, too. It had to be good.But it wasn't. The advice in all sections is

very basic. Even newbies who know how to read the fine print on their documents, and then

exercise old-fashioned American common sense, won't need this book.And I do mean "American".

The book is entirely and solely for US residents. You want to know about rail travel? There's a

comment or two about Europe, but the section on rail is really about Amtrak. If you're not traveling in

the US, the book loses much of its limited utility.It also reflects on Mr. Elliott's role as a travel

ombudsman, so the best advice in the book is how to recover from abuse by airlines, hotels and

other travel industry suppliers. If you've been treated badly or lost money, you might learn

something about how to seek restitution.The book had promise and could still be helpful to a

US-based tourist who's timid about booking a domestic vacation. International? Forget it. Anyone

with more gumption and farther horizons can get better travel advice in books by Rob Sanger or

Edward Hasbrouck or even off the net.

While the book is easy to read, it is also very repetitive in the advice it gives. To me, almost all of it

is common sense and can be summarized in a few sentences, no matter what topic the author talks

about (e.g. booking flight, hotels, rental cars, cruises):1. Always compare prices for everything

(flights, hotels, rental cars, ...) from different sources before you book.2. Always read the fine print of

any contract you sign - it's important to need to know the details.3. There is no solution that works

for everyone (e.g. not one way to book hotels).I don't travel a lot, so I was hoping to get some good

advice, but I feel like I already knew ~90%. Also, there was little concrete advice. Most chapters give

an somewhat broad overview over different options and end with "you have to figure out what works

for you". I liked the chapter about Loyalty Programs (bottom line: they are probably not worth it), but

that's not worth buying the book for.



This is a good book to pick up if you are planning a big trip or just want to save some money on a

shorter weekend get-away-- or anything in between. It is full of up-to-date tips on traveling which are

useful to a wide range of travelers, from budget do-it-yourselfers, to cruises, to package tours, and

even gives you tips for surviving a timeshare sales event.Christopher Elliot includes many useful

Do's and Don'ts sidebars that he calls "SMART" and "NOT SMART" and many examples of what to

do if your plans change or something goes wrong. In his "PROBLEM SOLVED" sections, he gives

real examples of people who have written to him with problems with their travel and he has helped

them with a solution.How you read this book will depend if you're a glass half full or half empty

person. There are so many problems (and solutions) detailed that I felt a little overwhelmed but in

the end I think it's good to know what might go wrong so you can anticipate and be flexible when

things happen.The book is broken into three main sections and 22 chapters.I - Before You

Go--------------------------- 1. Find the Most Reliable Travel Advice 2. Book Your Next Trip 3. Make

Sure Your Papers are in Order 4. Stay Healthy and Safe 5. Find the Best Travel Insurance Policy 6.

Buy the Right Luggage 7. Manage your Travel Loyalty ProgramII - Getting

There--------------------------- 8. Rent a Car 9. Take a Road Trip 10. Make Sense of the World of Air

Travel 11. Make the Most of a Terminal Visit 12. Plan a Cruise 13. Handle TSA and Travel

SecurityIII - On the Ground--------------------------- 14. Resolve Travel Complaints 15. Have the Best

Hotel Stay Possible 16. Choose your Ideal Lodging Arrangements 17. Find the Right Vacation

Rentals 18. Keep Connected 19. Troubleshoot Your Travel Tour 20. Manage Your Vacation Cash

21. Find the Best Places to Eat on the Road 22. Survive a Timeshare and Travel Club Presentation

How to Be the World's Smartest Traveler (and Save Time, Money, and Hassle) Money: Saving

Money: The Top 100 Best Ways To Make Money & Save Money: 2 books in 1: Making Money &

Saving Money (Personal Finance, Making Money, Save Money, Wealth Building, Money) Personal

Finance: Budgeting and Saving Money (FREE Bonuses Included) (Finance, Personal Finance,

Budget, Budgeting, Budgeting Money, Save Money, Saving Money, Money) DIY Projects: Save

Time & Money Maintaining Your Home With Simple DIY Household Hacks, Home Remedies:

Increase Productivity & Save Time with Frugal Living ... And Organizing, Increase Productivity)

Money Management Tips: Control Money Don't Let It Control You (Budgeting your money, How to

save money tips, Get out of debt fast, Live cheap, Debt free, Spend less) Money: Saving Money:

Success: Get More Money & Success In Your Life Now!: 3 in 1 Box Set: Money Making Strategies,

Saving Money Strategies & World's Best ... Tips for Personal Finance & Life Success) The

http://ebookslight.com/en-us/read-book/0rpDR/how-to-be-the-world-s-smartest-traveler-and-save-time-money-and-hassle.pdf?r=Tfyt0NPZmEgPBMzfJXNCCO5SQHYTpWPu%2B4diD8JagUQ%3D


Volunteer Traveler's Handbook (Traveler's Handbooks) The Unoffcial Business Traveler's Pocket

Guide: 165 Tips Even the Best Business Traveler May Not Know The Solo Traveler's Handbook

2nd Edition (Traveler's Handbooks) Money: How to earn money with : Earn $5000 per Week Part

Time using the power of Arbitrage with Liquidation Products on  (How to make money ... on , How to

make money with ) Ending the Homework Hassle Quality Without Tears: The Art of Hassle-Free

Management Consumer Guide to Home Energy Savings: Save Money, Save the Earth So You

Created a Wormhole: The Time Traveler's Guide to Time Travel How to Hide Money During a

Divorce: How to Hide Assets, How to Hide Money From Husband, How to Hide Money From

Creditors, How to Hide Money During Bankruptcy) The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They

Got That Way The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the

World Beautiful Jim Key: The Lost History of the World's Smartest Horse The Smartest Book in the

World: A Lexicon of Literacy, a Rancorous Reportage, a Concise Curriculum of Cool The Insider's

Guide to Attracting Private Money: Five Secrets to Fast, Unlimited Capital So You Can Save Money,

Buy More Real Estate & Build Wealth 

http://ebookslight.com/en-us/dmca

